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A connected learning redesign of 
undergraduate law electives: 
flipped classrooms, open text 
books and production-centred 
assessment on a shoestring
Redesign rationale
• Low student evaluations – 3.5 / 5 Overall Satisfaction in 2013
• Consistent complaints about lack of tutorials
• Very low attendance rates in lectures
• Limited learning outcomes – low level critical analysis and 
practical application
Redesign approach: connected learning
1. Flexible delivery
2. Flipped class with dedicated 
practical workshops
3. Production-centred
assessment
4. Interest-led co-curricular 
activities
5. Formal and informal peer 
support
• More info: http://clalliance.org/
1. Flipped delivery (6-10 minute videos)
2. Practical workshops
Workshops
3. Open textbook 
and OER
Students as 
teachers
3.1 ‘Teach the Class’ video
Feedback / peer review
3.2 Research assignment (Policy 
submission)
Feedback
Challenges and considerations
• Accessibility
– External students in very rural areas
– Vision and hearing impairments
• Scaffolding is critical*
• Time investment
– Initial production
– Feedback
– Ongoing development (wiki / open textbook)
Outcomes and benefits
• Large jump in overall student satisfaction (3.5 -> 
4.3 / 5)
• Class attendance drastically improved (~10% -> 
~40% total enrolments) 
• Positive feedback: more flexibility
• Improvements in learning outcomes (practical 
application & critical analysis)
• More fun to teach
Student feedback (2015)
“Couldn't have enjoyed this unit more. Finally a unit that respects 
students with open, regular communication and an abundance of 
genuine learning opportunities. The amount of feedback on the 
assignments was a godsend and showed me what every other unit I've 
taken in my law degree has been lacking.”
“To date, this has been one of the more enjoyable electives I have 
done at uni. This is a credit to the energetic and switched on teaching 
team who have devised clever and creative alternatives to traditional 
assessment pieces and learning approaches.”
“The way the content for this subject was delivered was incredible.”
Student feedback (2015)
“I thoroughly enjoyed this unit and the manner in which it was 
structured in terms of assessment and learning opportunities for 
students. I think the assessment tasks were carefully and thoughtfully 
devised, allowing for students to play to our strengths in at least 
one of the assessments in an interesting, relevant and engaging way.”
“Literally the best unit I have studied during my degree at QUT for a 
number of reasons: […] 2. Feedback. The level of feedback in this unit 
was unprecedented in my uni degree so far. […] 3. Format. […] I work 
full time and study part time so I appreciated the flexibility this gave me. 
Instead of sitting down to a single 2 hour lecture, I found it more 
approachable and useful to do a couple of 3-7min video whenever 
I had the spare time (eg after dinner at night or even in the 
morning before work)”
Student feedback (Sem 1 2016)
“This is by far the best run law unit in the entire degree. It meets the 
demands of students, it is innovative and current and provides timely 
and consistent feedback. The teaching team treats us like adults rather 
than children, which I really appreciate.”
“I liked the delivery of content through technology. The smaller snippets 
of lectures were great and the way the assignment was marked was 
brilliant. So much feedback! Thank you! I enjoyed pushing myself and 
realising that I am capable of completing other forms of assessments. 
Thank you for running an engaging unit. It was difficult but very 
interesting.”
Student feedback (Sem 1 2016)
“I LOVE this unit. If every unit was organised as well as I.P, I would 
never leave uni. Seriously. Also, I really appreciate the form of 
assessment given. Although challenging, the policy assignment was 
super interesting and super valuable to my personal/academic 
development. I feel like we don't get many opportunities to think of 
broad scale issues in law school, so my brain really revelled in the 
opportunity to expand itself. I liked it so much that I applied for a 
policy grad job, which I was lucky enough to land. So now I can put 
my new policy research/ proposal ~skills~ to use!” 
“Loved how you guys took a different approach to learning and 
assessing knowledge through the short videos, policy assignment, 
video presentation and wiki book!”
Student feedback (Sem 1 2016)
“This unit has been a standout for me for opportunities to learn. The 
feedback process from both students and academic staff for the first 
assignment was an excellent way to develop skills. Any assessment 
pieces have been accompanied by thorough resources to enable 
students to complete them well. Additionally feedback on both 
assignments so far has been exceptionally thorough, spread across 
legal and non-legal skills and overall provided excellent opportunities to 
learn.”
“[The online wiki] was an incredibly useful and intelligent resource
- I thought the way that people's videos and notes were brought 
together to form a free and logical step process for each week. This 
needs to be utilised by more units.”
Key reflections: Benefits of OER and 
connected, collaborative approaches
1. Successful flexible delivery can be 
labour-intensive, but reusable resources 
pay off
2. Engaging students as teachers achieves 
learning goals and allows rapid and 
efficient scaling up
3. Cross-institutional collaboration helps us 
all create better educational experiences
4. Production focused learning can be 
extended in other useful ways with co-
curricular activities (e.g. policy and 
research workshops)
